Arctic Monkeys – Mardy Bum
Everyone likes the Arctic Monkeys. For my money this is one of their best songs.  This worksheet will work best for intermediate and above. 
Vocabulary:  Before you start, it’s as well to know that the song contains one or two expressions that are peculiar to some parts of Northern England:

· “mardy” is used to describe someone who complains a lot, a whinger, or maybe just someone who’s in a bad mood. 
· “Mardy bum” is (probably) an affectionate term for such a person. 
· someone who has “got the face on” is someone who’s sulking.  [An expression I thought was only used in Rotherham.]
· I can’t be arsed = I can’t be bothered [common slang usage in the UK]
There is probably little value in students knowing these expressions except that they will enable them to follow and understand the song.  Which is reason enough. 

Using the worksheet. 

1. Page 1 is a “cut-up” or “jigsaw” reading activity. Either give the students the sheet as it is, or (better) cut the text into different sections with scissors.  In pairs, the students put the text into the right order (there are enough dates and other clues to do this).
The correct order is: d, a, e [this is a bit tricky “the band did not mind” refers to the people sharing their songs on the internet – check that students know what “not minding” means!], b, c, f.
2. The listening task is simple: some of the words are wrong, the students have to listen and amend them appropriately. 
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The Arctic Monkeys – Mardy Bum

a. They began rehearsing in a warehouse, and their first gig came on 13 June 2003. After a few performances, the band began to record songs and burn them onto CDs to give away. Fans began to rip the music onto their computers and share on the internet. 
b. In May 2005, Arctic Monkeys released their first EP, Five Minutes with Arctic Monkeys, this was limited to 1000 CDs and 500 7" records, but was also available to download from the iTunes Music Store.  The band’s fame grew through fan sites and internet file sharing of their songs.
c. Their first single, "I Bet You Look Good on the Dancefloor", was released on 17 October 2005 and went straight to #1 on the UK Singles Chart.  
d. In 2001, neighbours Alex Turner and Jamie Cook asked for instruments as a Christmas present and both received electric guitars. After teaching themselves to play, the pair formed a band with Turner's school friends Andy Nicholson and Matt Helders. 
e. The band did not mind, saying "we never made those demos to make money or anything. We were giving them away free anyway — that was a better way for people to hear them. And it made the gigs better, because people knew the words and came and sang along." 
f. This success was emulated by the band’s debut album, Whatever People Say I Am, That's What I'm Not which became the fastest selling debut album in UK chart history, selling 363,735 copies in the first week. It sold more copies on its first day - 118,501 - than the rest of the Top 20 albums combined in the whole week. [Source: Wikipedia] This song – Mardy Bum – is taken from that album. 
MARDY BUM
Some of the words of the song have been transcribed incorrectly. Listen and correct them. 
Now then Mardy Bum
I see your smile
And it's like looking down the barrel of a gun
And it goes off
And out come all these flowers
Oh there's a very pleasant side to you
A side I much prefer

It's one that laughs and jokes around
Remember cuddles in the bathroom
Yeah, to get things off the ground
And it was up, up and away
Oh, but it's right hard to remember
That on a day like today when you're all uncommunicative
And you've got the face on

Well now then Mardy Bum
Oh I'm in bother again, aren't I?
I thought as much
Cause you turned over there
Pulling that silent disappointment face
The one that I can't stand
Can't we laugh and joke around
Remember cuddles in the bathroom
Yeah, to get things off the ground
And it was up, up and away
Oh, but it's right hard to remember
That on a day like today when you're all uncommunicative
And you've got the face on

Yeah I'm sorry I was late
Well I missed the bus
And then the traffic was a state
And I can't be bothered to carry on in this debate
That reoccurs, oh when you say I don't care
Well of course I do, yeah I clearly do!
Guitar solo: Marks out of 10: 
So laugh and joke around
Remember cuddles in the bathroom
Yeah, to get things off the ground
And it was up, up and away
Still it's right hard to remember
That on a day like today when you're all uncommunicative
And you've got the face on

